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are to be found even now at Bilkha, a town fourteen miles
South-East of Junagadh. Having arrived outside the
town, the Mahomedans proceeded to invest it. It
happened that Ra Mandlik had taken the precaution to
place all the women and children in the Mahabalah
defile, to which, if the Uparkot and Girnar forts were
taken, the survivors should proceed. Mahomed Begarah
discovered this plan, probably from the traitor Wisal,
and at once detached a force to hold the pass. The
defenders were in small numbers, and Taghlak Khan,
the commander of this detachment, quickly accomplished
his purpose.

Seeing this, Ra Mandlik made a sally from the Uparkot,
but was driven back and finally capitulated. Mahomed
Begarah was satisfied with his submission and returned
to Ahmadabad. But soon after his return he learnt
that when Ra Mandlik went to pray at the temple, a
golden umbrella was held over his head and he wore
clothes worked with gold and jewels of great value. The
assumption of these kingly attributes so offended the
Mahomedan that he assembled a force of 40,000 horse-
men and sent them against Junagadh in A.D. 1468 with
orders that the umbrella and other insignia should be
taken from the Ra and brought to Ahmadabad. Hearing
of the advance of the army, and of the reason for its
coming, Ra Mandlik sent men to meet it, taking with
them the articles which had given offence together with
a large sum of money as tribute. The army then returned
to Ahmadabad, and for another brief respite Junagadh
was left in peace.

But next year, in A.D. 1469, Mahomed Begarah again
took an army against the unfortunate Ra Mandlik, this
time without any preliminary excuse. The Ra, hearing
of this, went forward to meet the Sultan, and made
complete submission, promising faithfully to perform
whatever might be ordered him, and asking the cause of
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